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The North West Shelf Flatback
Turtle Conservation Program

Began in 2009.

Is a 60-year conservation program
delivered as an environmenta
offset from the Gorgon Gas
Project.

* |s run by the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions.

* Directly monitors two key nesting
sites each year; Delambre Island
and Thevenard Island.

hours of monitoring were conducted
by volunteers this season!

Below — Map of the North West Shelf
study area. Source: © Landscope / DBCA
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Summary 2023

Objectives of the program

This program intends to increase
the conservation and protection
of the North West Shelf flatback
turtle population by:

a) Surveying, monitoring and
research.

b) Reducing interference to key
breeding and feeding
locations.

c) Establishing information and
education programs.

The program monitors

* nesting abundance and
distribution by completing track
counts, tagging and aerial surveys.

* demographic parameters including
nesting success, recruitment and
survivorship by tagging.

* hatching and emergence success
by excavating nests.

* turtle health by measuring mass,
carapace length and observations.

» foraging locations and behaviour.

Rangers from the
Ngarluma Aboriginal
Corporation were

involved in monitoring
this nesting season on
Delambre Island.
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Total flatback turtle tracks recorded at Delambre Island
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